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Local taxa-
tion for
school
purposes.

United States as a whole the municipality is expected to
raise most of its school revenue by levying taxes upon its
own citizens. In at least three fourths of the states more than
half the total annual requirement must be met in this way,
and in the New England states the percentage is much
higher.

In the matter of raising school funds by local taxation
various methods are pursued. Some states ordain in their
general laws that the city tax rate must provide a certain
minimum for school purposes. In New York City this
minimum is fixed by the so-called Davis law at three dollars
upon every thousand dollars of assessment; in Boston it is
five dollars and a quarter, and in Cleveland it is six dollars.
These items form substantial factors in the general city tax
rate of from twelve to twenty dollars on the thousand of
assessed valuation. In some other states the minimum levy
for public school purposes is set at so much per head of
population or per hundred children of school age. In many
cases; again, there is no guarantee whatever of a fixed mini-
mum, the school board either asking the city council for
what it requires or proceeding to make such tax levy as it
deems necessary. The plan of making an independent levy
is not often pursued, however, in such way as to involve
a wasteful duplication of the whole work of assessing prop-
erty and collecting thfe taxes.1 On the other hand, when
it becomes necessary for the board of education to present
its annual estimates to the city council and allow them
to be pared down as the council sees fit, there is always a
grave danger that the schools will suffer in the interest of
those other departments (such as streets and public works)

Educational Review, xlvi. 273-284 (October, 1913); and the recent reports
of tlie United States Commissioner of Education.

1 The policy is, however, followed in the school districts of New York
State, where the function of determining, assessing, and collecting the local
taxes for school purposes is exercised by the school trustees, who employ
their own assessors and collectors. Of. F* J. Goodnow, Municipal Govern-
ment (New York, 1909), p. 319,